Arroyos and Open Space: Enhancing
Quality of Life for Our Neighborhoods
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Open spaces give many El Paso neighborhoods
their special character and desirability.
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Recently some: prrvate owners of open space
in established neighborhoods det:lded R,
develop their Iand ‘*“*




City Council appointed a committee to address
community concerns.

eCommittee agreed on the need to preserve open spaces in
the principle.

eCommittee did not reach consensus on how to designate

specific lands for preservation.




Council realized the need to

iIdentify specific areas;
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Upon completing the inventory, staff tried to develop

Visual
Diversity

Geological
Formations

Archeology

Flora

Habitats

Wildlife
Corridors

Environmental
Condition

Visual
Esthetics

Stormwater
Filtration

Surrounding
Land Use
Patterns

Unique or valuable formations covering
a large portion of the arroyo = 5 points.
None or a small portion = 0 points.

Cultural or pre-historic sites or remains
=5 points. None or a small portion = 0
points.

Native plants in significant quantities =
5 points. No plants or very small
quantities = 0 points.

High percentage of the area provides
very high guality habitats = 5 points.
Very low percentage of the area = 0
points.

Very good connectivity to other quality
habitats = 5 points. Poor, or no
connectivity = 0 points.

High levels of contamination or pollution
= 5 points. Clean uncontaminated
soils = 0 points.

Excellent stormwater filtration attributes
=5 points. Immediate, poor quality
runoff = 0 poaints.

The existing or planned future land
uses strongly compliment the protection
of the arroyo = 5 points. Very poor
land uses or expectations = 0 points.

an objective way to select land
for preservation.
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Numerical analysis could not capture important
differences.

For example, Resler Canyon could not be not distinguished from
surrounding urban land.

eResler Canyon ranked below various nearby arroyos.




Three lessons:

e (Getting useful data on scientific aspects such
as biology, geology or archeology is expensive
and time consuming.

e Important values of arroyos
are defined by the
community: beauty,
recreational use, access.

e Other natural open land
besides arroyos can possess
the same high value to the
community.




Recommendations:

eInitiate a community-wide planning process to
Identify all the important open spaces in the City

eCombine objective data with public input

eSimultaneously create the toolbox for
Implementation




Recommendations:

Open Space Plan Process

Community Involvement lead by Consultants
\Will take approximately five months

\Will cost approximately $50,000

Will give very good results

Will ensure strong community buy-in



Recommendations:

Separate processes for:
“Public Lands” (mostly held by PSB)

“Private Lands” (areas surrounded by

development)
e Use a focused process for the Private Lands
e Develop Code Amendments to allow incentives on
Private Lands
e Community Wide process for the Public Lands.

e Adopt joint Resolution in conjunction with the Public
Service Board stating no public lands will be sold
without a Land Study until the above Open Space
Plan i1s completed
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FEMA
Recognized
Flow Paths
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Organized
streams based
on the 44
numbered flow
paths




Determined boundaries




Triangulated Irregular Network (TIN)
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Federal

State of Texas

City of EIPasa

Frivate Owners
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Legend

Approved Subdivizions

Arroyo Boundaries
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State Park Boundary

Mountain Development Zone

Rim Boundaries

Streets

W

Wi
Y E@Fﬂ

A

e
(e}

i}

)
)
Ta
S50
Ellllél X

] [ g m
% M
N
LT
=HEd R

2,
[

PRy

I

5
—
2%
g




__Lm

,.__ .-...DJ
—._.\

aﬁ A,%..-%w

muuL
L_’-_"-l"'
/l-’f.‘(r'df )J)
-I.[il!uyl-'
il
i

|
7]
i
=2

H
I
e
1

..l.

= Eq _
Eﬁ. U ___

21l
r ___.

Jla
)
.ﬁ il
Tl W
i, e
TERe

!
r —.

___mﬁ‘ur%w

Patk connecting arroyos

Trails and [ irt Roads




MAME

Stream

Order

Percent
City

FPercent
GLO
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Federal

Percent
private

Percent
MDA,

Sub-
divided
acres
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0pen Space
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FhdSP
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Implementation Options



0l development by laws

rage the decision to preserve
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| development by laws

subdivision changes

age the decision to preserve
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0l development by laws

rage the decision to preserve










Allow realignment of arterials to minimize
arroyo crossings







Modify street and development standards







Allow transfer of density







Park credits for natural open
space
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